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Bob Statchen Issues Statement in Support of Connecticut Federal 
Judge Ruling on Separated Children 

Stonington, Connecticut – Bob Statchen, Democratic Candidate for the 18th District State Senate 
seat, issued a statement today supporting U.S. District Court Judge Victor A. Bolden’s ruling on 
Friday that concluded the forced separation of two immigrant children from their parents 
without notice or a hearing was unconstitutional. 

“These two children are being held in Noank. They are separated not only from their parents, 
but also elected officials,’ said Statchen. “Two weeks ago, Senator Blumenthal, Senator Murphy 
and Congressman Courtney all tried to visit the children to assess their well-being, but were 
denied access by federal officials.” Statchen also noted that the court order states that Dr. 
Andres Martin, director of the Psychiatric Inpatient Service at at Yale New Haven Children’s 
hospital, testified he had diagnosed the children with “full-blown acute post-traumatic stress 
disorder” as a result of the unconstitutional separation. 

Statchen continued, “while Republican state representatives, senators and candidates try to 
distance themselves from federal actions they may find distasteful, we cannot ignore that the 
impact is right here in this region. Citizens in southeastern Connecticut deserve to hear their 
elected official’s position on the legitimacy of these children being unconstitutionally detained 
just miles from their own homes. This is not just a remote federal issue that elected leaders, 
especially at the state level, should stay silent on or ignore.” 

“Representatives Joe de la Cruz and Chris Soto both spoke at a public rally in New London on 
June 30 coming out strongly against family separations. Groton City Mayor Keith Hedrick 
attended a candlelight vigil on June 24, showing solidarity with separated families and children.  
These are just a few examples of Democratic leaders showing courage and character at a time 
when that is exactly what this region, state and country needs from its elected officials.” 
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